
Valentines Day 

 

Although there were several Christian martyrs named Valentine, the day may have taken its 

name from a priest who was martyred about 270 CE by the emperor Claudius II Gothicus. 

According to legend, the priest signed a letter “from your Valentine” to his jailer’s daughter, 

whom he had befriended and, by some accounts, healed from blindness. Other accounts hold 

that it was St. Valentine of Terni, a bishop, for whom the holiday was named, though it is 

possible the two saints were actually one person. Another common legend states that St. 

Valentine defied the emperor’s orders and secretly married couples to spare the husbands 

from war. It is for this reason that his feast day is associated with love. 

Formal messages, or valentines, appeared in the 1500s, and by the late 1700s commercially 

printed cards were being used. Valentines commonly depict Cupid, the Roman god of love, 

along with hearts, traditionally the seat of emotion. Because it was thought that the avian 

mating season begins in mid-February, birds also became a symbol of the day. Traditional 

gifts include chocolates and flowers, particularly red roses, a symbol of beauty and love. 

The day is popular in the United States, Britain, Canada, and Australia, and it is also 

celebrated in other countries, including Argentina, France, Mexico, and South Korea. In the 

Philippines it is the most common wedding anniversary, and mass weddings of hundreds of 

couples are not uncommon on that date. The holiday has expanded to expressions of affection 

among relatives and friends. Many schoolchildren exchange valentines with one another on 

this day. 

 

The St. Valentine’s Day Massacre 

Four men dressed as police officers enter gangster Bugs Moran’s headquarters on North 

Clark Street in Chicago, line seven of Moran’s henchmen against a wall, and shoot them to 

death. The St. Valentine’s Day Massacre, as it is now called, was the culmination of a gang 

war between arch rivals Al Capone and Bugs Moran.George “Bugs” Moran was a career 

criminal who ran the North Side gang in Chicago during the bootlegging era of the 1920s. He 

fought bitterly with “Scarface” Al Capone for control of smuggling and trafficking operations 

in the Windy City. Throughout the 1920s, both survived several attempted murders. On one 

notorious occasion, Moran and his associates drove six cars past a hotel in Cicero, Illinois, 
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where Capone and his associates were having lunch and showered the building with more 

than 1,000 bullets. 

 

A $50,000 bounty on Capone’s head was the final straw for the gangster. He ordered that 

Moran’s gang be destroyed. On February 14, a delivery of bootleg whiskey was expected at 

Moran’s headquarters. But Moran was late and happened to see police officers entering his 

establishment. Moran waited outside, thinking that his gunmen inside were being arrested in 

a raid. However, the disguised assassins were actually killing the seven men inside. 

The murdered men included Moran’s best killers, Frank and Pete Gusenberg. Reportedly 

Frank was still alive when real officers appeared on the scene. When asked who had shot 

him, the mortally wounded Gusenberg kept his code of silence, responding, “No one, nobody 

shot me.” 

 

 


